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1       Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  JAMES H. WATSON

4

5         My name is James H. Watson.  I have

6 been  living in Jackson County, Moss Point,

7 all my life.  I was born in 1923.  I am

8 opposed to the salt dome as it now stands.

9 I feel that we should -- using history as a

10 yard stick or measurement, I feel we have

11 enough reserve here that in case of an

12 emergency we can pump directly out of the

13 ground instead of storing the oil, because

14 this salt water is going to interfere with

15 the wildlife and fisheries.

16         Now, in Moss Point, between the

17 years of 1912 and 1925, they was drilling

18 for oil in Jackson County.  All of this is

19 in the record, in the archives.  In

20 Moss Point, they -- it was the only place,

21 other than Texas that gas was hit in less

22 than 2000 feet.  The mineral resources of

23 Moss Point, Mississippi, Jackson County,

24 gets oil, gas and coal.

25         I read in the paper where in
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1 Moss Point, Mississippi we can pump all the

2 oil we want to directly from under the

3 USSR.  We refer to it as Russia.  And as a

4 result of our ability to do that, I see no

5 reason why we have to store any gas,

6 because there is nothing that I foresee

7 that would cause us to be unable to pump

8 the gas directly from the ground, as things

9 now stand.

10                        Thank you.

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  CLYDE LIGHTSEY

4

5         My name is Clyde Lightsey.  I live

6 on Pascagoula River Road in Moss Point,

7 Mississippi.  And I am very concerned about

8 this project, as I believe it is

9 environmentally unsafe.  I am very

10 concerned about a salt water breach in your

11 pipeline contaminating the River from

12 Merrill all the way down to the Gulf.

13         I just wish you would get an

14 alternative way to dispose of the salt and

15 an alternative way to get water to do it

16 with, even if you have to mine it and give

17 it away.  Please find another way to do

18 this.

19                        Thank you.

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  JAN BARLOW, JR.

4

5         My name is Jan Barlow, Jr.  I tend

6 to be opposed to this project on the basis

7 that I think that it should not be issued,

8 not take place, until such time as all oil

9 wells that can be drilled in the contiguous

10 United States and -- including Alaska, and

11 -- without reservation as to where it could

12 be, and offshore, from the shoreline out to

13 the Continental Shelf on all the waters

14 that are contingent to the United States.

15 After that happens, then it may be time to

16 start talking about a new oil reserve.

17                        Thank you.

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  EMILIE LANSFORD

4

5           I am Emilie Lansford.  And I just

6                 say: I oppose it.

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                     NOEL LAMEY

4

5         My name is Noel Lamey.  I live here

6 in Pascagoula.  I am a lifelong resident of

7 Jackson County.  And I am especially

8 concerned with the brine disposal thirteen

9 miles offshore.

10         I understand that this brine is two

11 hundred and fifty to three hundred parts

12 per thousand.  And I think that would be

13 very detrimental to the environment,

14 especially all the larval stages of the

15 crabs and the shrimp and the fish and the

16 benthic organisms that would be in that

17 surrounding area.

18         I am a marine biology teacher at

19 Pascagoula High School here in Pascagoula,

20 Mississippi.  And I am a certified Audubon

21 Master Naturalist.  And I have a degree in

22 biology from Southern Miss.  And I would

23 like to go on record as stating that I

24 would be against the brine disposal here,

25 so close to the shoreline; that maybe a
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1 number of injection wells would be a better

2 alternative.

3         And with all the elected officials,

4 maybe they could come up with something

5 that would be better than just dumping it

6 right into the -- just south of the barrier

7 islands.  And maybe if they could come up

8 with an idea, it might justify some of the

9 money that they are being rewarded with.

10         And that would be all I have to

11 say.  Thank you very much.

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3               STUART R. MONTGOMERY

4

5         My name is Stuart R. Montgomery.  I

6 have relocated from Michigan.  I can just

7 talk freely.  Well, I am greatly disturbed

8 because I came down from Michigan and I was

9 in the alternative energy for most of my

10 life.  I was raised in diapers in the

11 insulating business and it branched out

12 into heat pumps and then geothermal.

13         For forty-seven years I was in

14 geothermal and I do feel that that is what

15 this country is missing a bet on.  They are

16 spinning their wheels as far as, you know,

17 the demand for oil.  When I see what can be

18 done, and go in and reduce energy cost in

19 homes, businesses, you know, between sixty

20 and seventy-five percent versus burning

21 fossil fuels.  I think this country needs a

22 new Government and a new Congress and so

23 forth.  And absolutely make some changes,

24 besides getting only forty days reserve out

25 of oil out of this entire project.
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1         You know, I know very little about

2 that.  All I know is I am a concerned

3 citizen and I am scared to death, because I

4 came down here to enjoy what few days I

5 might have left for fishing and so forth.

6         I bought right on the marsh, off

7 the Pascagoula River.  And the first thing

8 I did after being here for four days -- I

9 bought the home and Katrina struck.  We had

10 left and went to Michigan to pack up, to

11 sell our home up there.  And Katrina did a

12 number on us.  It brought the salinity of

13 the Gulf across the marsh, thirteen feet

14 deep -- it came across the marsh, up the

15 Pascagoula River, across the hay marsh.

16 And I am at the tail end, the first hill

17 off of the hay marsh, and thirteen foot of

18 water just really did some inundating.  I

19 am blessed because I still have a house

20 left.  But the corrosion, all my shrubbery,

21 the marsh and all the beautiful cypress

22 trees, they are just about extinct because

23 of the salinity of this salt.

24         And now here we are putting salt

25 out there in the Gulf.  There is going to
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1 be additional storms.  We know this.  They

2 are for fact saying it's going to be a high

3 impact here this year.  And you have got a

4 pocket in this area that they are going to

5 be dumping into.  And you have got neap

6 tides.  And if a storms hits, you are going

7 to bring higher salt content into the area.

8         Just look at them.  It's in the

9 paper today about trying to save the live

10 oaks because of the salt damage.  They are

11 injecting humus into the ground, to try to

12 give the roots something to live on besides

13 salt.  And this is just my concern.

14         I know very little about the

15 engineering of what is taking place, but I

16 am scared.  And that is simply it.  And I

17 just came to see, you know, what might be

18 learned here today.

19         But I can make some comments, and

20 that is just sour grapes I guess:  But I

21 have dealt with the Department of Energy.

22 I have dealt with the DEQ.  I had to get

23 permits from the DEQ.  Where the DNR in

24 Michigan said you couldn't do it, I found

25 out that I could go over them and get the
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1 DEQ to okay what I was doing.  I was

2 impacting rivers, lakes and ponds with

3 geothermal heating tubes for closed-loop

4 systems.  And I did it letter-to-the-law.

5         But on the other hand, I had a big

6 operation and I acquired through the

7 grandfather clause some property that had

8 multi-buried tanks.  And so I was told by

9 MUSTA Fund that I had to get the tanks out

10 of the ground.  And I fought it for a long

11 time.  And then finally I did.

12         And then they had a natural gas

13 leak in the front of my offices, an entire

14 block.  And they got down and dug and found

15 out that there was pollution sludge down

16 there about three foot deep, on top of

17 bedrock.  And they said it was coming from

18 my property.  And the DEQ came and gave me

19 one week.  How are you going to proceed and

20 how are you going to do it?  And they

21 wanted me to clean it up.  Well, I saw what

22 happened.  I proved -- I am not going to

23 get into this long story, but I proved it

24 did not come -- in one week's time, I

25 proved that it wasn't my property where the
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1 Pollution came from; it was theirs.  And

2 that means the City.  And when the DEQ

3 found that out, that pollution is still

4 there.

5         This is what scares me down here.

6 If something happens, I just don't trust

7 big government.

8         Amen.

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  JERRY STEVISON

4

5         I am very concerned with what is

6 going to happen with the Pascagoula River

7 Basin.  We know that oil is going to go in

8 the cavern.  The brine is going into the

9 Gulf of Mexico.  And if we put two hundred

10 and sixty-three parts per thousand added

11 onto the thirty parts per thousand that we

12 already have in the Gulf of Mexico and then

13 we have a still tide, a neap tide, whatever

14 you want to call it, for three days and

15 then a south wind blowing north, is it

16 going to push this salt brine at this

17 magnitude into the Pascagoula River?  If

18 so, will the vegetation survive?  And what

19 impact would it have on the fresh water

20 fish if you increase the salinity from

21 thirty parts per thousand to two hundred

22 and ninety-three parts per thousand?  And,

23 also, what impact would it have on the

24 vegetation on this river?

25         This is the last scenic river in
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1 the United States.  It is unobstructed all

2 the way up to Hattiesburg.  And there is no

3 way that this won't have an impact if we

4 have a wind pushing at that or a storm

5 blowing it in.

6         Also, will this have an impact on

7 new construction?  Increasing the salinity

8 this much, will it have an impact on nails,

9 wiring or any metallic parts under

10 construction?

11         Plus, we are going to have more and

12 more of the dead vegetation and no places

13 for the fish or any sea marine habitat.

14         Will it have an effect on the

15 saltwater sturgeon that live in this area?

16 They migrate up the river to the gravel

17 pits in Hattiesburg.

18         Why not look at an alternate method

19 of storing this oil?  We have the Arctic

20 Wildlife Refuge in Alaska that is full of

21 oil.  We have the Naval Reserves up there

22 that has hundreds of billions of barrels of

23 oil.  Why mess with this when you won't

24 have a thirty-day supply anyhow?  Let's

25 look at trying to do this in a different
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1 area a different way and not worry about

2 it.

3         We have dry oil wells all over the

4 South, that we pumped the oil out of the

5 ground back in the '50s and earlier.  Those

6 caverns are empty now.  Why not put the oil

7 in there?  You won't have it in one pool.

8 If a terrorist hits and contaminates the

9 soil above the ground you still can't get

10 your oil out.  It can happen.  Look at the

11 twin towers.

12         So let's look at putting this money

13 into finding an alternate fuel source

14 instead of storing oil when we are going to

15 be purchasing it at the highest price it's

16 been in the history of the country anyhow.

17 Five years from now it's probably going to

18 be even more.  So why worry about storing

19 it?

20         Find an alternate fuel source.

21 Leave the Gulf of Mexico and the Pascagoula

22 River Basin alone.  This is fragile for

23 kids and grandkids in the future.  Me?  I

24 am going to enjoy it.  It won't be

25 destroyed by the time I've passed on, but
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1 the younger generation that love this river

2 needs to have it available to them.

3         Thank you.  I appreciate it.

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  RICHARD WATERS

4

5         My name Is Richard Waters and I

6 live in Gulfport.  And I am totally opposed

7 to this project that they are putting forth

8 here on several different levels.

9         Number 1 is:  That I think they

10 could store that oil in a much better way

11 and not to have to transport that salt

12 brine out into the Gulf, which I think is

13 going to be a concern for a lot of people

14 in the seafood industry, as well as sport

15 fishermen.

16         I think the salt levels will rise.

17 I cannot imagine them pumping all of that

18 salt brine down.  And I think there is more

19 stuff in the salt besides just salt brine.

20 Even though they say they are going to

21 clean it up, some of the stuff they are

22 cleaning it up with are chemicals.  That is

23 going to come down river.

24         There is also the question of what

25 happens to that big pipeline if something
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1 goes wrong, you know, a puncture or rupture

2 or what-have-you.

3         I also don't see any advantage for

4 people of Mississippi, especially the

5 coast, in terms of outside of a few jobs

6 that it might generate.

7         It's an environmentally unsound

8 project.  And there is nothing that they

9 can say or do that is going to convince me

10 that this is good for us down here.

11         And I think that they think that

12 Mississippians are a bunch of rednecks and

13 that they are going to be able to run this

14 thing right over the top of them.  And they

15 have got a force of people in here with all

16 sorts of diagrams and maps, but that is not

17 convincing me.

18         And I hope that south

19 Mississippians wake up and see what is

20 happening here.  This only benefits the big

21 oil companies and possibly the government

22 and maybe the landowners around that salt

23 dome.  But for everybody else it really has

24 the potential of being a big disaster.

25         Thank you.
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                    MARY LANDER

4

5         My comment is that we must not let

6 this happen.  This river is too, too

7 precious to let them spoil it in any way.

8 And we have already been through one fight.

9 See my shirt?  We saved it from -- we kept

10 them from dredging the river several years

11 ago so they could haul in coal to the power

12 plant.  The trains were doing a perfectly

13 good job.  And so many people live along

14 the river.  It would have flooded -- the

15 wake would have flooded their houses.  It

16 would have washed out their land.  It would

17 ruined it.  And we managed to get that

18 stopped.

19         It's just as important that we stop

20 This idea.  We don't need any more

21 pollution.

22         Thank you.

23

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  ROBERT G. SMITH

4

5         My concern is -- I have three or

6 four concerns, but my primary question is:

7 Why now?  We had salt domes stopped in the

8 '80s because President Reagan asked for

9 permission to audit the tax -- audit the

10 oil companies, to see if they were making

11 excess profits.  And the price of oil and

12 gasoline dropped in half in a few months

13 and the salt dome situation went away.

14         Now, the second questions is:  Our

15 reserves on oil are well known because the

16 oil companies use them for part of their

17 capitalization for their stock reports,

18 their analyst reports, their bank loans and

19 whatever, the reserves that are in the

20 ground, that they have not pumped, as

21 collateral for all of their actions.  The

22 Federal Government even gives them tax

23 credits on that oil that's in the ground.

24 Why do we, as taxpayers, have to pay to

25 have the oil pumped out of the ground and
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1 then have it pumped back in the ground at

2 taxpayer expense?

3         My third question is:  They haven't

4 done any core samples of the salt domes.

5 They don't know what the trace chemicals

6 and the elements are that are in the salt.

7 They don't know what that will create in

8 the way of pH condition, acid or alkalinity

9 conditions.

10         For example, in the summertime,

11 when the wind stops blowing and the waves

12 get calm for a few weeks we have what they

13 call a red tide due to the change, the pH,

14 because of the sunlight.  All right.  Then

15 when the waves and the tides come back and

16 the winds come back, then that red tide

17 goes away.

18         But if you increase the salinity

19 within the areas of Dauphin Island, Gulf

20 Shores, the Mississippi Gulf Coast, you are

21 going to hurt the tourism business

22 tremendously because we will have a bloom

23 of red tide.  It will kill the seafood.

24 And it will also create lots of sea

25 nettles, et cetera, types that exist in
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1 those hearty-type conditions.  And then

2 we'll have the casinos mad at us.  And we

3 don't want the casinos mad at us.

4         Thank you very much.
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                   WAYNE JOHNSON

4

5         Pascagoula River don't have that

6 much water in the summertime to take out.

7 So where is Chevron going to get its water?

8 Where is Pascagoula going to get its water

9 if they take it out up above?  If they take

10 it out up at Merrill, where are they going

11 to get theirs?  It's not going to be any.

12         They are going to ruin the

13 environment.  They are going to destroy the

14 river, the environment.  There won't be no

15 fish -- not water enough for the fish to

16 live in.  The salt water will be backed up

17 past Cumbest Bluff.  That's where

18 Pascagoula gets its City water.  That's

19 where Chevron gets its water from.

20     So they are going to be pumping salt

21 water back into their own plants.

22

23

24
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  RUDOLFO FRESCAS

4

5         I am Rudolfo Frescas.  I think this

6 is great for the community.  I think any

7 environmental impact will be minimum.  And

8 I believe this will help strengthen the

9 energy reserves for this country,

10 considering global conditions.

11
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  JOHN W. MAGGARD

4

5         The last guy that was here just had

6 to be a company man.

7         I am strictly against this myself.

8 I think it would harm the wetlands between

9 here and Richton.  I believe it will

10 destroy the Gulf, or parts of it, you know,

11 as far as the environment.  And I am just

12 against it the whole way around.

13         That's all I have to say.

14
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                 LINDA ANNE SCOTT

4

5         My name is Linda Anne Scott.  Well,

6 this project is an unmitigated disaster on

7 many different levels.

8         First of all, I don't care what

9 they say, it's going to destroy the seafood

10 industry on the entire Gulf Coast, which in

11 effect is going to -- which in consequence

12 is going to affect tourism and on and on

13 down the line.

14         The project is going to destroy the

15 last pristine river in North America, the

16 Pascagoula River system.

17         The lands near the mouth of the

18 Mississippi -- not Mississippi -- the

19 Pascagoula River, where they are proposing

20 to put the pipeline is a shifting mass.

21 Ask any of the residents who have lived

22 here a long time.  They have got problems

23 with sinking and shifting.  What if the

24 pipeline breaks?  There are inevitably

25 going to be leaks.  Who is going to pay for
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1 those leaks?  The taxpayer, no doubt.

2         Why not put these storage tanks

3 above ground?  The cost would be a mere

4 fraction of the billions that is going to

5 be spent on this project.  Now, their

6 answer would probably be that the storage

7 tanks would be vulnerable.  Well, I would

8 answer this pipeline is certainly going to

9 be vulnerable, the pipeline piping the

10 brine solution down to the Gulf.  And God

11 knows what else is in the brine solution

12 besides the salt.  It's going to be

13 vulnerable and can be destroyed.

14         I understand that there has of yet

15 been no core samples taken in the salt

16 dome.  I understand that the Department of

17 Energy is also aware of the nuclear testing

18 done in this salt cavern system in the

19 1960s.  True, the nuclear device was

20 exploded west of Richton, but all of that

21 system of salt caverns is connected

22 together.

23         Will they consider having the

24 environmental impact studies done by an

25 entity not hired by the Department of
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1 Energy?  Certainly the Department of Marine

2 Resources wants a say in this.  It seems

3 like a conflict of interest to hire and pay

4 someone to do the environmental impact

5 study.  They should have an independent

6 environmental impact study from the oil

7 industry and from the Department of Energy.

8         I say abandon the foolhardy project

9 altogether and put gazillions of dollars

10 planned to be spent on this into

11 investigating alternative energy resources.

12         I guess that's it.  Thank you very

13 much.

14         I also would like to say that they

15 need to have a meeting like this one in

16 Gulfport and Biloxi and the cities along

17 the Gulf, where the seafood industry is

18 going to be impacted the most.  To have it

19 over here in Pascagoula and then just

20 points north is woefully inadequate.

21         And, also, the times they have

22 chosen are not good.  Plus, there has been

23 misinformation about the way this would be

24 handled.  We understood someone was to be

25 speaking at 4:00.  But now we see that the
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1 public town meeting will be 7:00 to 9:00,

2 which will be conveniently after the 6:00

3 news tonight.

4         Thank you.

5
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  OSCAR LESTRADE

4

5         I live on the Pascagoula River,

6 three miles north of I-10.  And my concern

7 is the fact that the river is going down.

8 The last fifteen years the river has lost

9 more water and the average at Merrill

10 station should tell that.  If you go

11 fishing on the Pascagoula River in a lot of

12 areas on the Pascagoula, the cypress trees

13 are eaten slap up on the bottom.  So some

14 chemical element is eating those cypress

15 trees.  Because cypress trees flourish in

16 water.  So there is already stuff I the

17 river.  And we are going to take more water

18 out of the river to do this project.

19         Right now rivers are drying up all

20 over the United States, in Colorado and

21 those places.  And now we are talking about

22 fresh water.  We are going to reduce the

23 fresh water and dump salt water in the

24 sound, which endangers oyster production.

25 As we know from the Louisiana Bonnet Carre
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1 Spillway being opened, too fresh or too

2 much salt water kills oysters.

3         But there is other ecological

4 things in the water, sturgeon and all sorts

5 of things that could be affected by a high

6 salt content.

7         We are spending -- somebody said

8 there was an eighty billion dollar and

9 thirty years for the Department of Energy

10 -- we are going to spend money for this

11 project and I don't know what it is.  But

12 we ought to be building nuclear plants.

13         And I've worked in nuclear plants.

14 I've worked building nuclear submarines.  I

15 was on the last A-bomb tests.  And I am

16 seventy years old.  Built ships and never

17 contracted asbestosis, never had any

18 problems with radiation.  We need nuclear

19 plants, nuclear plants, nuclear plants.

20 France is building them all over the world.

21 We need to supplement that.

22         The only reason windmills are being

23 built is because the government is

24 subsidizing those things.  But it's so

25 expensive to use windmills as a source.  So
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1 storing oil in the United States that we

2 got from the Middle East, generally, is

3 absolutely ridiculous.  We ought to be

4 drilling more oils wells, making more

5 nuclear plants.  And we need to cut those

6 people off.

7         Right now Russia is upping their

8 oil and gold.  A fortune.  And China is

9 holding trillions of our dollars.  And

10 right now we are just giving the country

11 away.  And starting with this project we're

12 saying:  Oh, we're going to make jobs,

13 we're going to do this, but at what

14 expense?

15         This is the longest unabated river

16 in the United States.  Why would we take

17 water out of that?  If you go to an

18 alternate source you are still using a

19 fresh water, drinking water quality,

20 perhaps.  And it just seems like a dumb

21 thing to do, to take oil out of the Middle

22 East and store it in the ground in a hole

23 that we created.

24         Anyway, we need more refineries.

25 They won't build refineries in the West.
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1 They won't build them up in the Northeast.

2 We are subsidizing natural gas prices for

3 the people in the Northeast and we are poor

4 country down here compared to those folks

5 up there.  And that's not good.

6         So that's my story.  And they are

7 going to have a hearing night, but the real

8 story that is coming out; it's a done deal.

9 That's the real picture.

10         They are saying the salt domes are

11 going to store oil in Richton.  And, boy,

12 that's a hard pill to swallow.  Because no

13 matter what we do, they are still going to

14 do it.

15         So thank you for your time.
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  VERNON SAUCIER

4

5         My comment is:  Why do we not have

6 restrictions on the Strategic Oil Reserve

7 restricting it to domestic use only and not

8 for use outside the United States?  At the

9 present time, there is no such restriction

10 on it.

11         Thank you.
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  TERRY ARMSTRONG

4

5         My comment is:  That I would rather

6 see the oil pickup point somewhere else

7 besides the Gulf Coast, the Gulf area of

8 Pascagoula.  For example, the old paper

9 mill site in Moss Point.

10         And I would much rather see the

11 salt diffusing system further into the

12 Gulf.  I know that they say that it is fine

13 for the fish, but I would just as soon it

14 be a little bit further out than as close

15 as possible.

16         And if there was another location

17 to pull the water from, for example, from

18 the Gulf or from the Mississippi River, I

19 think that would be a much better idea than

20 a habitat that hasn't been affected by

21 development.

22         And I would just as soon not see

23 any development affected, whether it was

24 the salt preserve or any other industry

25 that is up on the Pascagoula River.
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1     Thank you.

2
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                    ROBERT HANDY

4

5         My name is Robert Hardy.  I am a

6 citizen of Pascagoula, Mississippi.  And I

7 am also president of a 501(c)(3) nonprofit

8 corporation called: Protect Our Coast,

9 Incorporated.

10         I want to express my concerns and

11 my opposition to this project and I would

12 like to cover four quick basic areas for

13 the public record.

14         Governor Barbour owns a lobbying

15 company in Washington, D.C. and the vice

16 president of that company is the former

17 Chief of Staff of the Department of Energy.

18 In the last two years his lobbying company

19 has been paid three point seven million

20 dollars by the American Pipeline

21 Association, by the International Tankers

22 -- these are oil tankers -- Organization, a

23 major oil broker from Amsterdam, and

24 various petrochemical companies across the

25 United States.  Three point seven million
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1 dollars.  And this is a conflict of

2 interest because he says that he is in

3 favor of this project and he has no vested

4 interest in it.  That is a lie.  That is my

5 first comment.

6         My second comment is:  That it

7 would appear that the Department of Energy

8 is a failure.  If we think back since their

9 inception, which would be in the Jimmy

10 Cater era, following the oil embargo of

11 1973, approximately eighty billion dollars

12 has been spent by the Department of Energy

13 and we still don't have an energy policy.

14 The nuclear electricity program is twenty

15 years behind the curve.  We don't have an

16 alternative fuels policy.  If I want to

17 leave this meeting and go buy a Hummer that

18 gets eight miles to the gallon, I can do

19 that.  The Department of Energy has failed.

20         Now, it has been proposed that we

21 have the Richton Salt Dome project, which

22 would store a hundred and sixty-four

23 billion barrels of oil.  Who benefits from

24 that?  The oil companies are going to have

25 the American public, through this program,
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1 pay for the infrastructure to store the

2 crude oil that they will have to have in

3 case of an emergency.  They will buy that

4 crude oil back and they will sell it at

5 inflated prices once it is processed, just

6 as they are doing today.

7         So I feel that this is a political/

8 financial process driven in behalf of and

9 because of the petrochemical industry in

10 this country.  I think that the Department

11 of Energy has failed to live up to its

12 mandate.  And the best they can at this

13 point is to take oil out of the ground, put

14 it in a pipeline and put it back in the

15 ground.

16         Now, let's talk about the

17 environmental aspects.  The Pascagoula

18 River is the last pristine river basin left

19 in America; the only one left that has

20 never been touched.  They are proposing to

21 draw out fifty million gallons of water a

22 day to core out the salt dome at Richton,

23 take that slurry, put it in a pipeline and

24 put it out fourteen miles into the Gulf of

25 Mexico.  This will take place over a
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1 five-year period.  It would generate

2 ninety-four billion gallons of slurry that

3 contains two hundred billion pounds of

4 salt.

5         The message that we get here is

6 that it has been done before in Texas and

7 Louisiana with no harm.  Are we willing to

8 take that risk with the last pristine river

9 basin in America?  Are we willing to

10 potentially create a dead zone out in the

11 Gulf that would eliminate -- it would wipe

12 out the grass beds and the breeding grounds

13 for the fish, the shrimp, the oysters.

14 What about the water when it wicks back up

15 into the Pascagoula River because the level

16 of the water has been reduced by fifty

17 million gallons a day?  What is that salt

18 water brine going to do to the fresh water

19 environment?

20         The Pascagoula River Basin has

21 thirty-three endangered species listed by

22 the U.S. Department of Wildlife and the

23 Mississippi Department of Marine Resources.

24 We have thirty-three endangered species in

25 the fresh water and we also have salt water
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1 species, such as the sawtooth fish, the

2 manatee, the Atlantic Sturgeon, the Gulf

3 Sturgeon and various species of turtles

4 that are all endangered species.

5         One side of the government is

6 spending tens of millions and millions of

7 dollars to protect wildlife; the other side

8 of the government is being a pawn for the

9 petrochemical industry, so that we will

10 pay, as a nation, to provide the

11 infrastructure for the crude oil for these

12 oil companies, who will also benefit on the

13 back end because they own the refineries

14 and can mark up the gasoline and charge us

15 -- in the last two years it's been a three

16 hundred percent increase in profit.

17         So I think this is wrong.  I think

18 it's a political job.  I think it is an

19 absolute disaster in the making.  It shows

20 us that our government and our government

21 agencies are influenced by big business and

22 you and I, as individuals in this

23 community, don't have a say, that this is a

24 done deal.      Everything we see around

25 here today is smoke and mirrors.  It's a
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1 done deal.  It is unconscionable.

2         Here is my last comment:  Jackson

3 County, Mississippi is in the top ten

4 percent of one thousand one hundred and

5 thirty-one counties across America with the

6 highest per capita discharge of carcinogens

7 which have been permitted by the Department

8 of Environmental Quality, the DEQ.  From

9 1994 to 2006, Jackson County industries

10 discharged one billion five hundred and

11 sixty million pounds of known carcinogens.

12 That is one point five billion pounds in

13 the last fourteen years.  And that has been

14 discharged into the air, the water,

15 landfills, deep injection wells and hauled

16 out of state.

17         Coincidentally, Jackson County,

18 Mississippi is in the top ten percent, with

19 the highest cancer death rate, the highest

20 cancer incident rate in America.  The state

21 of Mississippi is the second highest rated

22 state in America, with the highest cancer

23 death rate on a per capita basis.  And

24 Jackson County, Mississippi is a hundred

25 and forty-seven percent higher than
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1 Mississippi.  Every day and a half a person

2 dies of cancer in Jackson County,

3 Mississippi and we only have a hundred and

4 thirty-five thousand people here.

5         It's not enough that Government

6 agencies are allowing the discharge of

7 thirty-four point seven pounds of

8 carcinogens per man, woman and child last

9 year in this county.  It's not enough that

10 we are killing off our citizens with

11 cancer.  Now we are threatening the

12 Pascagoula River Basin and the Mississippi

13 Sound, the wildlife that lives in the Gulf

14 of Mexico.  This is unconscionable.  It's

15 off the chart.  And the people who are

16 responsible for this can't look themselves

17 in the mirror with a clear conscience and

18 say:  I am doing to right thing.

19         This is a political process.  And

20 the people who are implementing it are

21 working to get a paycheck and to work long

22 enough to get a retirement.  And we are the

23 people who are going to pay for it.  And

24 it's wrong.  It's wrong.

25         Thank you.
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                     GAIL HOGUE

4

5         My name is Gail Hogue.  I live at

6 12913 McNeese Lane in Moss Point, up by the

7 tire plant.  I am little bit concerned

8 about this project.  Years and years ago I

9 kept tropical fish.  And all fish all have

10 their own lifestyle requirements for

11 survival.  With a guppy, if you put a

12 little salt and calcium in the water, they

13 grow real strong and healthy and develop

14 beautiful fins.  This is fancy guppies.

15 So I know, from the parallel, if you put

16 salt in the water of a neon tetra, they are

17 dead in twenty minutes.  You know, just a

18 fractional amount.  So these fishes and

19 shrimp and crabs and flounders and Gulf

20 Sturgeon, all these things have been living

21 out in the Gulf for hundreds and thousands

22 and maybe even, the Gulf Sturgeon, millions

23 of years.  There are so many creatures out

24 there, I mean, I love eating them, shrimp

25 and flounder and all the goodies.
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1         I am concerned that a year or five

2 years down the road, after the start of

3 pumping all of this saline solution, brine

4 into the Gulf, where we have already got

5 seven thousand acres of dead zone out in

6 the Gulf from the pollution from the

7 farmers in the Midwest over-fertilizing

8 their corn.  Now, I am concerned that that

9 is going to radically add to it because the

10 Gulf of Mexico is a semi-enclosed system

11 and it just circulates counterclockwise

12 down there in the Gulf.  And what leaves

13 this area is going to head towards

14 Louisiana and Texas.  The old satellite

15 maps show the drifting of the islands and

16 the drifting of the water and everything,

17 from the satellite systems up there.

18         I am just against it because I

19 think a year, two years down the road,

20 after they have started pumping all of this

21 brine out there we are going to see some

22 strange fish with strange diseases, with

23 skulls and burns on them.  And I am really

24 afraid it's going to destroy the fishing

25 industry.  And I would like to know what
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1 the government is going to do to protect

2 the income of all these people that are

3 shrimpers, crabbers, oystermen.  I am not

4 even talking about pogue men.  I am not

5 worried about them.  But I know the pogue

6 people are, menhaden.  There is so much

7 fishing industry in the Gulf.  I am really

8 concerned.  I don't want to have to give up

9 my shrimp.  I'm selfish.

10     Thank you.

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  BEVERLY WILDER

4

5         I am Beverly Wilder.  I live in

6 Moss Point.

7         My concern is:  That I am wondering

8 about the brine that's going to go out in

9 the Gulf.

10         Now, I have worked in the field of

11 radiation protection in the past and I know

12 that we solidified hazardous waste.  I

13 realize this is not a hazardous waste like

14 we deal with in radiation, but how come

15 they can't canister this salt and get rid

16 of it some other way, other than letting it

17 go in the Gulf?

18         It's my concern because I'd hate to

19 see the fishing industry, the oysters,

20 shrimp, crawfish or whatever all die

21 because of the brine.

22         That's it.  Thank you.

23

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3               DEWEY H. LANE, M.D.

4

5         My thoughts are:  After having gone

6 through all of the different booths and

7 talking to the different persons, my

8 thoughts are that this would be -- well,

9 the main thing I want to do is preserve the

10 river, the Pascagoula River system.  And I

11 think it could be done if they would go

12 ahead and put in a second pipeline for

13 intake, so that when the river flow is down

14 you can alternatively draw water out of the

15 Gulf to supplement the intake from the

16 river, so that the cavitation process can

17 continue, but using salt water as opposed

18 to the fresh water of the river.  I think

19 that could be done feasibly.

20         My understanding is that the Gulf

21 has about ten percent the salinity of what

22 they are going to be -- the brine that they

23 are going to be washing out.  So it would

24 take maybe ten percent more volume to

25 accomplish the same purpose.  But I think
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1 if they do that, I could feel much more

2 comfortable about avoiding damage to the

3 River.

4         Thank you.

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  LUCRETIA DENNIS

4

5         I am Lucretia A. Dennis and I live

6 on the Pascagoula River.

7         I have a deep concern.  I am on the

8 bayou.  And one concern is:  They never did

9 an environmental study, the impact on the

10 Pascagoula River.  They did it on the Leaf

11 River.  And that's what our paper carried

12 and that's what's on the site.  And I think

13 they need to do one.

14         I live near the crane refuge, the

15 bird refuge.  With that slurry salt coming

16 back in and the water dropping, the birds

17 will be gone from the refuge.  My dock will

18 be dry.  It's going to drop down five feet

19 next to the end of the water.

20         I think this is a terrible thing

21 that they are doing.  You have to do an

22 environmental impact study before you can

23 do something like this.

24         Those people in Jackson County

25 don't need those jobs we have posted.
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1 Northrop Grumman has fifteen hundred jobs

2 right now they can give them.  Signal has a

3 bunch of jobs.  Just one more time they

4 want to dump some more stuff on us.

5         Our county has a hundred and fifty

6 percent of the average of cancer right now

7 from some of the industries.  This is just

8 some more stuff taking away some of the

9 things that we have.

10         Now, I don't know how there is

11 going to be leaks from the petroleum.  I've

12 read about the leaks.  There is sometimes

13 three hundred leaks from your other places.

14 And we're going to have leaks from the salt

15 water.  And what I feel is they need to

16 take the water from the Mississippi.  The

17 Mississippi won't miss all that water.

18         And there is an injection treatment

19 that is done at a couple of sites where

20 they inject the salt down back in the

21 ground.  That made me mad.

22         That's what I have to say.  Thank

23 you so much.

24

25



����������	
���
�
�����	�� ���������

������
��	����
��
	��
���
������ �!""�"�#�$�%��&!'���"
(����	���)��
	
�����*�+�

Page 55

1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  ALPHONSE CROSBY

4

5         My name is Alphonse Crosby.  I am

6 concerned about the environmental impact,

7 you know, on the Pascagoula River.

8         What I am concerned about is:  It

9 seems like, to me, pumping so many million

10 gallons into the dome, it seems like at

11 certain times, you know at high and low

12 tide, it seems like you would need a second

13 pipeline, the way I am thinking, you know,

14 where you can somewhere -- in Merrill, up

15 here, you can run a second pipe that once

16 you start -- you know, during low tide you

17 can use this other sea water way out in the

18 Gulf with this second pipe.  I think that

19 will be an idea because you can use up a

20 lot of water like that in a period of five

21 years, you know.

22         So the way I understand it, this is

23 a done deal.  And, of course, you know, we

24 are all concerned about the environment.

25 We are all part of that.  And I just hope
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1 it works because I understand they had a

2 study at Texas A&M and they have some other

3 projects, something similar like this in

4 Texas and Louisiana, you know.  And I am

5 aware of the study they had at Texas A&M.

6 But I am just hoping that with this and

7 with the scientific studies up to this

8 time, that's it true that this may work.

9         So with that, and the amount of

10 water they are going to use, I would think

11 they would need to run a second pipe.  And

12 this is one of the ideas, you know, that

13 I've talked around with some other people.

14 I just feel that this will be a good thing

15 for this project.  It may cost a little

16 more money, but they can check it out and

17 see what they think about it.

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                 ROBERT FORD, JR.

4

5         My name is Robert Ford, Jr.  I wish

6 to preface my comments with the fact that I

7 am retired fishery biologist, with a

8 lifetime of experience with the Gulf of

9 Mexico and the Caribbean Sea.  I am a local

10 Pascagoula native.  So I am very familiar

11 with the offshore water currents, the

12 marine environment and the estuaries.

13         The two comments that I have relate

14 to the source of the water for the

15 dissolution of the salt in the salt domes.

16         One is:  The water should be taken

17 south of Highway 90 as the source to

18 dissolve the salt domes.  This would

19 prevent salt water intrusion up into the

20 marshes, adversely affecting the local

21 fishery resources and the nurseries of the

22 marshes.

23         The other is:  That the discharge

24 diffusers should be at least twenty miles

25 offshore of Horn Island, in deeper water,
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1 where the high saline salt, salt water,

2 will be better mixed with offshore Gulf of

3 Mexico waters that will be carried away

4 more rapidly by the offshore water currents

5 and not become a stagnant, high saline pool

6 inside the shoreline between Louisiana and

7 Mississippi, down in the Mississippi River

8 Delta, between here and North Pass.

9 Because that high saline situation could

10 adversely affect our fishery resources here

11 along the Mississippi coast.

12         That's it.

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  JOSEPH W. ROSS

4

5         I am a commercial shrimper and I am

6 wanting to know how much salt they are

7 going to be dumping and how much marine

8 life they are going to kill to get this

9 done.  Because I know when they did

10 Hackberry in Louisiana it was six years

11 that you didn't catch no shrimp off of that

12 coast.  And I can't see that happening

13 here.  I don't want it to happen, you know.

14         I mean, when they did it over in

15 Louisiana, that coast over there don't have

16 many people on it.  Commercial shrimpers,

17 we travel all the coast.  We know for six

18 years they didn't catch no shrimp there.

19 And if they come out here and they start

20 dumping here and that salt water comes in

21 the Sound, it's going to kill everything

22 that is there.

23         And does anybody know how much salt

24 they are actually putting there in;

25 tonnage?  And what is the salinity level
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1 going to be monitored at?  Are they going

2 to shut it down when it reaches a certain

3 salinity level or are they just going to

4 keep going?

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                    RON SCHNOOR

4

5         I am the senior vice president and

6 general manager for Signal International.

7 And I manage a business that is on

8 Greenwood Island that currently employs

9 twenty-two hundred people for our company,

10 plus in excess of a thousand people who are

11 employed by our customers.  We are a marine

12 fabrication and construction company who

13 serves the offshore oil business through

14 the manufacturing and repair and

15 modernization of offshore drilling rigs.

16         In addition, we fabricate modules,

17 ship modules for the Defense industry.

18 Both of those businesses are very important

19 to our country's strategic interests.  And,

20 of course, we employ thousands of people in

21 that process.

22         Locating a tank farm and locating

23 facilities on that property would be very

24 devastating to the business, would create

25 loss of employment, significant loss of
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1 employment, would limit our ability to

2 expand our operation, which are planned for

3 in the future, and could possibly

4 jeopardize the entire business operation.

5 So it would create a significant cost for

6 Jackson County.  And trading literally

7 thousands of jobs for forty makes

8 absolutely no sense.

9         I have written just recently -- and

10 we only learned this last week -- but I

11 have written Mr. Donald Silawsky, with the

12 Department of Energy, this week outlining

13 our company's objections and outlining, you

14 know, the impacts resulting, or that could

15 result if a tank farm is located there.

16         There is a lot of undeveloped

17 property in this part of Mississippi, north

18 of the port, that would be much, much more

19 suitable for locating a tank farm facility

20 that, again, would only employ forty

21 people.

22         But it makes no sense to, you know,

23 impact a very successful and a very healthy

24 business that is employing thousands of

25 people.
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1         So that's the essence of my

2 comments.

3         Thank you.

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  PETER S. FLOYD

4

5         I am Peter Scott Floyd.  I've been

6 a commercial fisherman on the Pascagoula

7 River all my life.  And I've also conducted

8 research surveys on reptiles and amphibians

9 for the government, for the Federal

10 Government, State Government and the Nature

11 Conservancy.  Okay.  What I wanted to tell

12 you was some of the things I've witnessed

13 during my time on the river.

14         Over the past forty years salt

15 water intrusion has dramatically altered

16 the natural history of fish in the

17 Pascagoula River.  Fish that once schooled

18 around the mouth of the river before going

19 to sea to spawn are forming their schools

20 above I-10 now, at least as far north as

21 Kreole Bayou.  Shrimp populations have

22 declined in nursery grounds north of

23 Highway 90.  This is at least in part due

24 to salt water intrusion caused by dredging.

25         Cypress trees in historically fresh
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1 water areas around Moss Point and Escatawpa

2 are being killed by Toredo worms, a species

3 that requires saline water.  They are

4 eating the trees, where they used to not be

5 able to access them because of fresh water.

6         The detrimental effects of salt

7 water intrusion are evident on the East

8 Pascagoula River now.  At least two

9 endangered species, the Rainbow Water Snake

10 and the River Frog, once found in the river

11 are now believed to be extinct.  Neither

12 are salt tolerant.

13         Salt water intrusion has adversely

14 impacted at least three more protected

15 species on the river, Alabama Red Bellies,

16 Pascagoula Map and Yellow Blotched Sawback

17 Turtles.  Southern boundaries have been

18 pushed north in my lifetime due to salt

19 water.  The river can't take any more salt.

20         Two more endanger species will be

21 adversely impacted by this proposed

22 project.  The shallow waters around Singing

23 River Island are seasonal feeding grounds

24 for Ridley Sea Turtles and Gulf Sturgeon.

25         We have plenty of deep water docks
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1 in Pascagoula.  Many are vacant.  There is

2 no need to dredge more seabed.

3         As a commercial fisherman, like my

4 fellow commercial fishermen, I have had to

5 change and alter my fishing gear to protect

6 these species, which has caused great

7 hardships on our industry.  What is the

8 point of putting these burdens on us if the

9 habitat is to be destroyed?

10         Like Yellowstone and Sequoia

11 National Parks, the Pascagoula River is a

12 national treasure and it should be treated

13 as such.  We must protect it for future

14 generations.

15

16
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                 LORRIE ROBICHAUX

4

5         This is in protest of the proposed

6 Richton Salt Dome Project.

7         Have you really done any in-depth

8 study on the effect that this project will

9 have on the marine life in the Gulf of

10 Mexico?  I am just a novice on the

11 environmental impact, but it boggles my

12 mind that fifty million gallons of

13 extremely salty water will be pumped into

14 the Gulf of Mexico and it will not have a

15 fatal impact on marine life in the Gulf.

16         Balance of nature:  What does that

17 mean?  It means don't mess with Mother

18 Nature.  Marine life, crabs, shrimp, fish,

19 plankton, oysters, survive and thrive on

20 the balance of nature.  That means the

21 balance of water, fresh, salt, brackish.

22         What effect with the taking of

23 fifty million gallons of water from our

24 rivers do?  People and industry depend on

25 fresh water from the rivers to live on.
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1 Pascagoula River is the last natural

2 flowing, pristine river in the United

3 States.  Let us leave it alone.

4         Is the River Sturgeon on the

5 endangered list?  If so, we definitely need

6 to protect them, as do other species that

7 are on the endangered list.

8         I haven't mentioned jobs.  What is

9 the price of two hundred and fifty jobs if

10 we have no fresh water, no fishing, no

11 seafood?

12

13

14
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                 LISA TILLMAN ROSE

4

5         I guess my main concerns are not

6 just the salt water interfering with the

7 environment.  My main concern is a

8 combination of everything coming together,

9 such as I am really concerned about our

10 underwater water tables, as they were

11 depleting and going down in level even

12 before Katrina because our population was

13 such that our water tables were going down

14 every year.

15         As we build back from Katrina we

16 are going to be building condos where there

17 is going to be a lot more condensed

18 population.  So as we rebound from the

19 storm we are going to have a denser

20 population, a bigger population, as we

21 build back and expand on our casinos and

22 tourism and everything.  I am very

23 concerned, as our water tables drop, with

24 the salt water intrusion of the ten times

25 saltier water contaminating our underground
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1 drinking water.  And this is going to grow

2 exponentially over the next ten years of

3 your process.

4         I am also concerned with any

5 hurricanes, even at a Level 1, because we

6 don't know what the storms are going to do

7 when they hit.  It can start out as a

8 Category 1 in the state next to us and then

9 end up as a Category 3, 4 or 5.  All it has

10 do is stump its toe and we can have

11 enormous amounts of the salt water sludge

12 in our homes.

13         Another thing I am concerned with

14 is any kind of acid salt water.  We already

15 have corrosion on our homes, our

16 lawnmowers, our cars, and things like that

17 naturally with the water as it is.  But if

18 you put ten times the salt water, you know,

19 in our environment and you compound that

20 with the currents coming from Louisiana and

21 Texas, we don't know.  That's even going to

22 grow that number bigger, I would think.

23         Who is going to compensate us here

24 for our losses with the salt water

25 corrosion to our personal belongings and
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1 everything.

2         I am very concerned with our

3 environment because the Pascagoula

4 watershed is a micro-environment to many,

5 many organisms and species.  And a

6 disruption -- as we all know, when you

7 impact one thing, it is a domino effect.

8 It could impact other things.

9         And, also, I am concerned with the

10 chemicals that we have already in the

11 water.  And you're changing the salinity.

12 And these compounds all come together and

13 mix.  We already have a dead zone.  I am

14 just very concerned that the unknowns are

15 too great to have this here in our precious

16 Pascagoula River because it is the last

17 natural pristine place that we have in the

18 United States.  And I would really hate for

19 it to be destroyed in any way.

20         Thank you.

21

22

23

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                     JAN CAMBRE

4

5         My name is Jan Cambre.  I am

6 completely opposed to the entire Strategic

7 Petroleum Reserve proposal to expand its

8 storage capacity at the Richton Salt Dome

9 site.  The environmental impact to the

10 Pascagoula River ecosystem is not something

11 I am willing to gamble with,  nor are the

12 possible effects on the Mississippi Sound

13 from the briny salt water that will be

14 dumped there.

15         The price of freedom or security

16 for our country should not come at the cost

17 of the very land where we live.  What is to

18 be protected that has been already

19 destroyed?  I can't understand why our

20 leaders would welcome this project as being

21 good for Mississippi.

22         The price for storing a product

23 that is clearly running out as a fuel of

24 choice in the long-term future of our

25 planet makes no sense when compared to
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1 tampering with an ecosystem that has been

2 in place for tens of thousands of years.

3         In this day and age when other

4 states are arguing over water rights how

5 can the daily withdrawal of fifty million

6 gallons of fresh water over a period of

7 more than five years, for use in making a

8 contaminant be justified?

9         Common sense sees this as an ill

10 conceived project.  This is not the kind of

11 development that our state needs.  One

12 would wonder who will really benefit from

13 this plan, as I cannot see any good for the

14 people who live here.

15

16
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                 BEATRICE SCAFFIDI

4

5         We are opposed to the Richton Salt

6 Dome Project for the following reasons of

7 impact to our city, rural and wetland

8 areas:

9         The water tables falling will cause

10 the rivers and natural springs to run dry.

11 Land will settle across state lines due to

12 continued drought.

13         Dating back over just the last

14 three years, for Alabama, Florida, Georgia

15 and parts of Mississippi, the drought will

16 continue, due to:  Less rainfall, increased

17 population of people, increased population

18 of animal and wildlife, new businesses,

19 farmers irrigating their land.

20         The amount of water that will be

21 taken from the Pascagoula River and its

22 tributaries is going to reach amounts in

23 the years to come that cannot be

24 replenished with fresh water due to less

25 rainfall.
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1         Effects in years to come from the

2 Richton Salt Dome Project:  Water wells and

3 septic tank systems, both residential and

4 commercial areas, would have to be

5 redrilled due to the land sinking.  Our

6 ponds will dry up as well.  The stench from

7 dried up water ponds, wetlands and dead

8 animals would be unbearable.

9         The monies spent on infrastructure

10 for drainage, sewerage, and water for 2008,

11 2009 and 2010, Jackson County will be

12 ill-spent due to water table subsidence.

13         All of the 2008 Jackson County

14 improvements would be obsolete due to poor

15 planning, by not taking the future land

16 settlements into consideration and the

17 impact of future monetary cost involved in

18 all the of the now planned city water, seer

19 and drainage projects that are supposed to

20 improve the quality of life throughout the

21 Pascagoula and outlying areas of Jackson

22 County.

23         The cost in years to come will be

24 three times the cost of today due to

25 continued increases in material and labor
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1 cost involved in bidding for projects in

2 the future.  Planning now can eliminate all

3 of these projects having to be redone,

4 rethought and re-implemented for a second

5 time.

6         Endangered species will be lost

7 forever.

8         Seventy percent of the Earth is

9 made up of water and out of that seventy

10 percent of water only two point five

11 percent is fresh water.  This means we only

12 have seven-tenths of accessible water

13 because the rest of it is not accessible.

14         Water is our largest resource.

15 Pascagoula River is the only fresh water

16 source that has not been touched.

17         Fifty million gallons a day times

18 eighteen hundred and twenty-five days,

19 which is five years, over five years, how

20 do you replenish that amount of water when

21 we have been experiencing a drought for the

22 last three years for the southern states of

23 Georgia, Florida, Alabama and parts of

24 Mississippi?

25         The 2003 Federal report found that
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1 officials in thirty-six states expect local

2 or statewide water shortages in the next

3 decade.  And that is with normal rainfall.

4 Under drought conditions that number jumps

5 to forty-six states.  There is an article

6 in this month's May issue of Reader's

7 Digest for 2008 that states:  Is America

8 drying up?  Are we losing all of our water?

9         I would like to close with a quote

10 from the Reader's Digest Article:  "We are

11 all aware now that we are going to have to

12 treat our water as a valuable commodity."

13 After all, when it comes to another vital

14 resource, oil, we can at least imagine a

15 world powered by solar panels, windmills

16 and other energy sources.  But water is one

17 substance we can't live without.

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3              JAMES L. FARRIOR, JR.

4

5         My comment is basically one area

6 that I am interested in.  I know the people

7 are asking a lot of questions.  And the one

8 that is relevant to me, that concerns me

9 and that I would like to have some more

10 information on:  Is the salinity level

11 creeping up the river by what they call the

12 salt water wedge; the wedge having less

13 slope from the north to the south and more

14 brine offshore that can encroach up the

15 river.

16         I think the limitation right now is

17 -- there is some salinity up to twenty-two

18 miles up the river.  And with the

19 additional salinity in the Gulf and the

20 less prevention of backflow, I would like

21 to know if there are just some things that

22 you can advise the public on to show how

23 that is going to change the river and the

24 breeding estuaries for shrimp, oysters,

25 crabs, fish and other microorganisms that



����������	
���
�
�����	�� ���������

������
��	����
��
	��
���
������ �!""�"�#�$�%��&!'���"
(����	���)��
	
�����*�+�

Page 79

1 use that as a breeding ground.

2
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                    MIKE JENKINS

4

5         My name is Mike Jenkins.  My

6 comment is: I am adamantly opposed to this.

7         I see all the negatives.  I see the

8 limited input of broad information that

9 they are making available.  And all I can

10 see is the different booths we have set up,

11 they are set there to push their product.

12 They are not set there for discussion.

13 They are salesmen.

14         And I own property in Pascagoula.

15 I own property up the river.  For over

16 twenty years I've owned these properties.

17 I know what happens with the ebb and flow

18 of the Pascagoula River.  I know what

19 happens post-Katrina.  When Katrina pushed

20 salt water all the way to the

21 Jackson-George County line.  I know what it

22 was for a hundred and eighty-five, a

23 hundred and ninety feet from the river bank

24 for dead catfish, dead buffalo, dead bass,

25 et cetera, laying there dead because of the
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1 salt water that the storm pushed up, the

2 surge pushed up north.

3         I know what it is like in the

4 summertime when the rivers get down low and

5 it get's two, two and a half feet.  You

6 can't walk across the river to my camp

7 because I've got a hole out there about

8 thirty foot deep.  But you can dadgum near

9 do it to that point.  I know what it's

10 like.

11         I also know that there are

12 endangered species, turtles, mussels, some

13 fishes, that their life and habitat is

14 going to be compromised if we allow an

15 influx of this saline or salt to come up.

16         And there is two negatives.  One is

17 drawing down the volume of water coming

18 down.  Secondly, is the negative of

19 allowing saline to go north because every

20 year saline comes north, just as it goes

21 down.

22         Like I said:  I am adamantly

23 opposed to it.

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  BENNIE A. ROHR

4

5         I am a lifelong resident in Jackson

6 County, in Pascagoula.  And I have studied

7 at USM, the University of Michigan and I

8 have got a Master's degree at USM in

9 fisheries and fishery biometrics and marine

10 biology.  And I am ninety-six hours past a

11 Master's at University of Michigan in

12 fishery biometrics.  That is just my

13 background.

14         My comments are:  That I have

15 examined the offshore brine distribution

16 sites, the original and the proposed

17 modified.  And I just want to point out

18 that the surface summertime wedge -- I do a

19 lot of fishing-- through the years, lots of

20 sports fishing out here.

21         The summer wedge when salinity is

22 high and water is a green or blue-green rip

23 with sorgasm (phonetic), that at high tide

24 it reaches to at least the intercoastal

25 waterway.  At low tide in the summertime,
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1 under normal conditions, the low tide rip

2 -- suppose you have got a

3 two-and-a-half-foot tide, that rip that was

4 inside the island, three miles north, can

5 be up to twelve miles south of the island

6 and across the area where those

7 distribution sites are in front.  And my

8 question is:  Are they sure that they have

9 got a wide enough dispersal field for the

10 brine pipe disposal site?  Is the dispersal

11 field wide enough for the ambient type of

12 conditions?

13         That is my point.

14
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                 MAXINE W. RAMSAY

4

5         My objections to the Richton Salt

6 Dome Project as Proposed:

7         When first discussed, the project

8 was going to have deep wells to dispose of

9 the salt brine slurry.  I realize this

10 would have probably cost more, but

11 environmentally wouldn't this be more

12 economically in the long run when you are

13 looking at the overall picture that will

14 result in detrimental effects to the

15 Pascagoula as a whole, to the fishing,

16 seafood and tourist industries?

17         Since it appears Governor Barbour,

18 Senators Cochran and Wicker are so gung-ho

19 to destroy South Mississippi, will you

20 publish the names of all of our Senators

21 and Representatives who are buying into

22 this money making project for a select few,

23 yet destroying the environment in South

24 Mississippi, including the Pascagoula and

25 all it encompasses?
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1         Why would you even consider the

2 Richton Salt Dome Project when there is

3 ample room to store oil in neighboring

4 states' salt domes and even the amount of

5 oil proposed stored in the Richton Salt

6 Domes will only last a matter of weeks and

7 maybe even only days in the face of a

8 disaster?  And I understand tonight that

9 they claim it will only last two weeks.

10 Spending billions of dollars.

11         Will you take responsibility if the

12 Mississippi Gulf Coast encounters a severe

13 drought, such as Georgia is experiencing at

14 present, if the Pascagoula River is not

15 able to supply water and isn't there

16 contracted water at the present time you

17 need to take into consideration that the

18 Pascagoula is supplying?  They are

19 supplying it to Chevron, I am sure.

20         In essence, you claim in your

21 report the minute salinity brine will not

22 affect any aspect of the environment,

23 therefore will you take the blame for the

24 detrimental effects the high salinity will

25 have on the seafood, fishing and tourist
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1 industries or will you push the blame off

2 on a low-level employee, which usually

3 happens?

4         I do not believe your reports on

5 the few and minimal salt spills reported by

6 DOE.  Thus, knowing salt spills will occur,

7 and more than you claim, who will pay land

8 owners affected for damages to crops,

9 livestock and so forth because you did not

10 do your homework?

11         Will you publish names of those who

12 will benefit from your pipeline, including

13 land owners and mineral rights owners?

14         Have you considered other areas to

15 run a pipeline, such as the Mississippi or

16 maybe the Yazoo?  Or would that not happen

17 because the old adage: Not in my backyard,

18 for the politicians and powers-that-be who

19 are supporting this debacle, would be true?

20         Again, I am completely against this

21 project, as written.  And there are many

22 more reasons of: Why not; that should be

23 considered, other than those stated today,

24 that should be addressed with common sense

25 instead of dollars and cents, like the
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1 politicians and powers-that-be are

2 proposing.

3
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3              TERRELL A. FORD, Ph.D.

4

5         My name is Terrell A. Ford, Ph.D.

6 I live at 715 Beach Boulevard, Pascagoula,

7 Mississippi.  And I have been a long-time

8 resident of this area.  And I have lived in

9 many other places.  But I have retired

10 here, to my house on the beach.

11         And my chief concern with this is

12 -- I have got two main concerns:  Number

13 one: As a resident of this area.  And,

14 number two: As an economist.

15         And first I would like to say that

16 as an economist, I don't think that any

17 sufficient studies have been done to

18 determine the negative impact that this

19 project would have on the state of

20 Mississippi and on the entire Gulf of

21 Mexico and neighboring states.

22         I feel that the few jobs that will

23 be generated from this are not worth the

24 degradation to our environment.  The jobs

25 that will be created probably are very few,
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1 relatively few.  And it doesn't matter that

2 it appears that some of these jobs will be

3 relatively high income.  There is a good

4 possibility that the people that take these

5 jobs will be brought in from other parts of

6 the country.

7         The loss in terms of income and

8 revenues from tourism, from sport fishing,

9 from commercial fishing, and simply losses

10 incurred when the general public cannot use

11 the streams, cannot use the Gulf of Mexico

12 for fishing and none of this -- none of

13 these losses are worth what this miniscule

14 amount of jobs and this huge amount of

15 money that it's going to cost to construct.

16         This construction money is not

17 going to benefit us in any great way.

18 Believe me, I am satisfied that no real

19 economic projections have been done.  But

20 even if they were done, intuitively it's

21 pretty obvious that this is not going to

22 benefit Mississippi in the long run.

23         I think, as a resident, the

24 degradation of the environment, the lack of

25 fishing, the birds are going to suffer,
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1 people are not going to be able to use the

2 water.  There are all sorts of untold or

3 unforeseen ecological problems that could

4 arise from this situation, the storage of

5 this amount of oil.

6         The development of all of this salt

7 slurry or salt water that is going to be

8 pumped into the Gulf and all of this fresh

9 water taken out of the Pascagoula River and

10 then mixed with salt and pumped back into

11 the river and then later on into the Gulf

12 of Mexico is an honest to goodness

13 ecological nightmare.  And I feel that this

14 is going to be disastrous for us

15 ecologically.  It is going to be a big

16 financial boondoggle, too.  And it is a

17 nightmare that will go on and on and on.

18         And I think that we can find other

19 places out in the great Midwest, in what

20 was once that great underground sea I the

21 middle of our nation.  There are many

22 places out west where this could be done;

23 done and not be as harmful to the

24 environment.  And this salt dome thing is a

25 total, absolute disaster from every
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1 standpoint.

2         It may be that some construction

3 companies are going to make some big money

4 -- and no doubt they will.  But they can

5 make big money and we can put this thing in

6 some other part of the country.  I think it

7 will be a nightmare for Pascagoula.

8 Pascagoula, our environment is degraded

9 enough as it already is.  And putting this

10 petroleum thing in here --

11         Well, we just had a hurricane that

12 just washed over our entire city.  All of

13 these cities in the beach in Mississippi

14 were totally devastated.  And we are still

15 living in devastation down here.  And to

16 think of this kind of devastation and a lot

17 of oil floating around, this can magnify

18 our problems.  And I think at all cost we

19 should not put this facility here.  Let's

20 find another good place in the United

21 States to put this, where we will not be

22 harming so many people, so many fish and so

23 many other biological creatures in our

24 environment.

25         Any good that can come out of this
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1 financially is miniscule in comparison with

2 the degradation and the deterioration of

3 our environment that we are going to see

4 here.  And I am including here the human

5 population, the animal-fish population.  I

6 am including the tourist population.  And I

7 am including the quality of life.

8         We are having a very difficult time

9 attracting people to live on the Gulf of

10 Mexico and on the Gulf Coast anymore

11 because they are terrified of hurricanes.

12 And putting this salt dome thing here is

13 going to further degrade our environment

14 and it will lead to a drying up of these

15 cities, because the environment, the places

16 are not attractive to live anymore.

17     There is too much fear.  The taxes are

18 too high.  The insurance is too high.  And

19 the one thing that we have really got going

20 for us is the beauty of the Gulf and the

21 opportunities for recreational activities

22 that the Gulf provides for us.  And if this

23 is degraded, why in the world would anybody

24 want to live here?

25         Let's do not put this thing here.
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  JAMES A. MAGEE

4

5         My name is James A. Magee.  When I

6 had the opportunity to relocate five years

7 ago with my job I chose the Gulf Coast of

8 Mississippi because of the opportunities

9 for inshore and near inshore recreational

10 fishing.  I am concerned that the proposed

11 Strategic Petroleum Reserve Project will

12 have a negative impact on the recreational

13 fishing inshore and near shore, as well as

14 impact the commercial fishing and

15 shell-fishing industries, and have an

16 overall detrimental impact to the ecology

17 of the Mississippi Gulf Coast.

18
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  LOUIS SKRMETTA

4

5         I am with the Gulf Islands

6 Conservancy, Inc.  We are a local advocacy

7 group dedicated to the preservation of

8 Mississippi's barrier islands and

9 surrounding marine resources.  And I have

10 reviewed the current EIS presented by the

11 DOE.  I would like to make the following

12 comments:

13         Horn Island Pass is a known

14 critical habitat for the Atlantic

15 bottle-nosed dolphin and the endangered

16 Gulf of Mexico Sturgeon.  Salt sludge

17 dumping outside of Horn Island Pass is

18 likely to negatively impact this habitat.

19 Regardless, we request that an independent

20 committee of non-biased scientists be

21 appointed to review and study this

22 proposal, and alternatives, so that the

23 least damaging proposal is determined,

24 including the no-build alternative.

25         We support a secondary or
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1 supplemental EIS to the existing EIS.

2 Areas near the Pascagoula ship channel are

3 important locations for local shrimpers and

4 the charter boat industry.  Our present

5 understanding of tides, currents and

6 wind-driven water flow suggest salt sludge

7 dumping off Horn Island Pass will result in

8 elevated salinities, where shrimp and

9 important game fish are plentiful.

10 Elevated salinities are likely to disburse

11 fish and shrimp and eliminate this area as

12 a source of livelihood for many Gulf Coast

13 residents.

14         For this reason and for many

15 questions about other economically valuable

16 marine resources, the GIC will oppose this

17 sludge dumping site on the grounds that a

18 central fish habitat is compromised and,

19 therefore, possibly illegal under the

20 Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Act.

21         At the very least, DOE should fund

22 scientific studies of currents, bottom

23 types in the proposed area of the sludge

24 dumping and map anticipated dispersal areas

25 of salt sludge prior to building any salt
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1 sludge pipelines.

2         Salt is responsible for currents in

3 our oceans.  And a new infusion of salt off

4 Horn Island Pass may very well lead to

5 entirely new current patterns that could

6 negatively impact inshore areas in

7 unforeseen ways.  Studies predicting

8 current patterns following salt dumping

9 must be carried out before any actual salt

10 dumping occurs.

11         The current plan to pipe the salt

12 sludge through pipelines down to the Gulf

13 of Mexico off Horn Island Pass is

14 unacceptable.  We propose that if the

15 Richton Salt Dome is to be used the salt

16 sludge obtained through the hollowing out

17 process should be deep well injected back

18 into similar strata underground where the

19 dome is located.  This process is feasible

20 all over the United States.  If there is

21 some technical or scientific reason why

22 this process cannot be done in Richton,

23 Mississippi, we need the DOE to provide the

24 technical information explaining this

25 reasoning as part of this plan.
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1         If salt sludge obtained from the

2 hollowing out process must be dumped in

3 nearby waters, the GIC reluctantly proposes

4 that the least damaging alternative for

5 salt dumping be the Mississippi River.  A

6 pipeline from Richton to the Mississippi

7 River can follow the public roads and reach

8 no further in miles than a similar pipeline

9 proposed to reach the Gulf of Mexico off

10 Horn Island Pass.

11         The Mississippi River can absorb

12 and transport the salt more effectively and

13 with the least biological harm to the Gulf

14 of Mexico than the proposed dump site off

15 of Horn Island Pass.

16         However, a study of this

17 alternative, even if rejected due to

18 political pressure, should be included in

19 this proposal.  Part of that study should

20 also determine, if any, any biological

21 damage to the aquatic resources of the

22 Mississippi River.

23         The GIC plans to submit additional

24 comments in writing.  Thank you.

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                  TERESE COLLINS

4

5         My name is Terese Collins.  As

6 president of Gulf Islands Conservancy, we

7 would like to express our concern about

8 locating the Strategic Oil Reserve in the

9 Richton Salt Dome to begin with.  The dome

10 was looked at for nuclear waste disposal

11 back in the '80s.  It was determined not to

12 be feasible then.

13         The Tatum Dome was used for nuclear

14 explosions in the past.  And we are

15 concerned that those explosions could have

16 impacted the salt dome in Richton and leave

17 breaches in it or cracks in it that would

18 make it not viable for storing anything in

19 it; oil or any other substance.  Because if

20 it leaks from the dome it gets into our

21 aquifers that we rely on in Harrison,

22 Hancock and Jackson Counties.

23         Our aquifers on the Coast come from

24 the Richton area.  And we are concerned

25 that if there are any problems with the
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1 petroleum being stored in the salt dome in

2 Richton that those problems could leach

3 into the aquifers that provide us our fresh

4 water.  And so it is an issue that we are

5 very concerned about.

6         The alternative of not locating

7 this reserve in Mississippi needs to be

8 significantly considered.  And at this

9 time, we don't feel that it has been done.

10 We feel that the Environmental Impact

11 Statement is totally inadequate, has not

12 fully studied the economic effects of this

13 proposed project.  And the cost-benefit

14 analysis of using the Richton dome versus

15 another site needs to be fully studied, as

16 well as if the land is left in private

17 hands and developed and left on the tax

18 rolls, then the tax money would be going to

19 the State anyway.  And the Federal

20 Government would not be paying money to

21 create something we may not really need.

22         There are other sites that are in

23 existence that you can put strategic oil

24 reserves.  They have the facilities, the

25 pipelines and everything else that goes
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1 along with it to hold the oil.  And

2 fourteen days' worth of oil doesn't seem to

3 be enough to justify the cost of this

4 facility.  And that doesn't even count the

5 cost of filling it and maintaining it in

6 the future.

7         I'd like our comments -- the Gulf

8 Islands Conservancy -- I'd like the DOE to

9 consider the comments of the Gulf

10 Restoration Network as part of our

11 comments.  And I'd like them to consider

12 the Gulf Conservation Coalition's written

13 comments as part of our official comments

14 on this process.

15         We also feel that when the -- I was

16 told that an EIS would be continuing on

17 this project and that the results of that

18 would be in April of next year.  And we

19 request that a real public hearing be held

20 throughout South Mississippi, where the

21 public can come and listen to a

22 presentation from DOE on all these issues;

23 not this tabletop presentation stuff.  But

24 where we can sit down in an audience, have

25 the information presented to us and then
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1 take comments from the audience as an

2 official public hearing and let that be the

3 minutes to the record and our response to

4 the EIS.

5         There should also be a Programmatic

6 EIS because the cumulative and secondary

7 impacts of this project have not been fully

8 considered.

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                     TOM BECKER

4

5         My name is Tom Becker.  My comment

6 is on the discharge of the water.

7         The problem that I see, as a

8 charter boat operator in that area that

9 they are talking about discharging, number

10 one: It is a migratory route for the fish

11 coming in this area.  And, number two: They

12 are comparing the discharge there with what

13 they are looking at off of Louisiana.

14 Louisiana is in the Gulf Stream.

15 Mississippi is not in that Gulf Stream.  We

16 have more or less of an eddy.

17         I have physically seen times when

18 there is no current there, which will allow

19 the water to stack up, this brine to stack

20 up and then get moved as a larger, more

21 concentrated volume than they are

22 projecting.

23         It's not that we are against the

24 oil facility itself and the national

25 security aspect of it, but we are watching
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1 for the economics.  The economics, I have

2 turned in, in a written statement, with

3 this data that we are -- the recreational

4 fishery economics is seventy-eight point

5 four million dollars.  I think that's more

6 than the jobs that are going to be created

7 for this.  And to take the fishery that

8 migrates through there and have a chance of

9 them to move out of here would be

10 devastating to the recreational fishermen

11 here in Mississippi.  And that is basically

12 my comment right there.

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                   RODNEY GAUDET

4

5         I am totally opposed to the

6 Strategic oil Reserve Salt Dome Project in

7 Richton, Mississippi for the following

8 reasons:

9         Katrina has done enough damage with

10 salt water and other environmental impacts.

11 The salt levels will kill off everything

12 else.  And it's not like the terrorists are

13 not going to know where the Strategic Oil

14 Reserve is.

15         You know, this is the same

16 government that tells us -- FEMA tells us

17 our homes have to be twenty-five,

18 twenty-six feet in the air.  They haven't

19 got the elevation maps correct.  It's just

20 a bad idea in general to put that in

21 Mississippi.

22         In 1964 they tested underground

23 nuclear weapons near Purvis, Mississippi.

24 Mississippi has one of the highest cancer

25 rates in the country.  And now they want to
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1 dump oil underground in a massive storage

2 facility, pump out thousands of gallons of

3 salt water.  And it's not like our barrier

4 islands are dead enough from Katrina and

5 future hurricanes, that we are going to

6 increase the damage by pumping billions of

7 gallons of salt water out into the Gulf.

8 And the next hurricane, all that

9 concentrated salt is going to wind up right

10 back in here on South Mississippi.  It's

11 worse than -- it could possibly do would

12 worse damage than Katrina did.

13         I can only see bad things from it.

14 And they outweigh the good things that

15 could possibly come from this.

16         There has to be a better solution.

17 And I hope they do not acquisition the land

18 for this project.  I'd hate to see any tax

19 dollars wasted on this project.  And I

20 would ask that they find a better solution

21 and a better location.

22         The people of South Mississippi

23 have suffered enough.

24

25
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1      Verbal statement on the record by:

2

3                   JOSEPH FOSTER

4

5         I challenge the logic of the

6 Strategic Petroleum Reserve initiative

7 period, since the entire billions of

8 barrels could be consumed in months at our

9 current rate of consumption.

10         However, addressing the Richton

11 Salt Dome:  The lower Pascagoula River is

12 already in a crisis due to deep channel

13 dredging and salt water intrusion.  All the

14 grasses that grown in the lower Pascagoula

15 are disappearing.  The marsh is vanishing

16 at a rapid pace.

17         The proposal does the exact reverse

18 of what is needed to cure the river in its

19 current state.  We are going to draw more

20 fresh water out of river and pull in even

21 saltier water further up the river, which

22 is going to wipe out the marshes and

23 grasses even quicker.  And I think that is

24 our primary objection down here on the

25 Coast.
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1              C E R T I F I C A T E

2

3 STATE OF ALABAMA:

4 COUNTY OF MOBILE:

5

6        I do hereby certify that the above

7 and foregoing transcript of proceedings in

8 the matter aforementioned was taken down by

9 me in machine shorthand, and the questions

10 and answers thereto were reduced to writing

11 under my personal supervision, and that the

12 foregoing represents a true and correct

13 transcript of the proceedings given by said

14 witness upon said hearing.

15

16        I further certify that I am neither

17 of counsel nor of kin to the parties to the

18 action, nor am I anywise interested in the

19 result of said cause.

20

21

22                  ____________________________

23                      Charles L. Reese, RPR

24                          Court Reporter

25


